WHITBY

being my adversary who is proved to have the keys.' The
Synod then agreed to follow the King in acknowledging the
Roman use.

After St. Hilda's death in 680 she was succeeded by Elf-
laeda, Oswy's daughter, the friend of St. Cuthbert, under
whom the Abbey prospered greatly. Then there is a blank in
its history until its total destruction by the Danes in 867, after
which it lay desolate for 200 years. Its resurrection was due to
Reinfrid, a Benedictine monk from Evesham, who in 1074
set out with two companions to restore the lost monasteries
of Northumbria. With the help and patronage of William
de Percy, Reinfrid was able to refound Whitby as a Bene-
dictine house. By the end of the twelfth century, a splendid
Abbey built in the Early English style crowned the cliff. Its
history was uneventful till its Dissolution in 1540, when the
lead was stripped from its roofs with the eager assistance of the
fisher-folk who do not seem to have loved the Abbey. The
actual buildings, however, were not destroyed until the eigh-
teenth century. Now the weather-beaten ruins of the Church
stand in splendid isolation, while below them, the life of the
fisherman goes on in the picturesque harbour and the steep
winding streets of the old town.
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